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The chief executive of the Countryside Alliance
responds to an article by Natasha Walter, who
argued that urbanites have a stake in the future
of rural Britain

30 August 2000

There was much good sense in Natasha Walter’s piece
on the rural dream (“We all have a right to a rural
dream”, 28 August). Unfortunately, this was marred by
some bad sense, exacerbated by more than a touch of
urban-centric arrogance and intolerance, which help to
illuminate why the rift between city and country, which
she dismisses glibly as a “political chimera”, is real and
serious.

Rural Britain is not a view. It is a highly evolved
community where humans and animals have
established a complex and sustainable modus vivendi.
So if “city people” drawn to its charms and keen to
share in them, wish to help to conserve the best of it,
they must understand that there is such a thing as
“rural life”, with values and a culture very different from
urban Britain’s, which they must respect and embrace if
they wish to help to ensure a viable “countryside”
worthy of the name – and which everyone can then
continue to enjoy.

Of course the countryside “belongs” to all of us. But it is
telling that Ms Walter did not nod even once in the
direction of the needs and aspirations of the millions of
people who still live and work there – many enduring
economic or social privation.

Our picturesque landscape is not merely an accident of
nature. It has been shaped and enhanced by man over
thousands of years. It is beautiful not despite but
because of rural people and their crafts and customs. It
is this which is so often misunderstood by urban
commentators.

These are the people largely responsible for having kept
rural Britain a lovely place for generations, in the face of
huge destructive pressures. How are their rights and
interests to be reconciled with those of urban migrants
or weekend visitors? Or do these have to be
subordinated to urban values and priorities?

Leading articles
Commentators
Regular columnists
Podium
Right of reply
Have your say

News

Argument

Advancement

Enjoyment

Investment

50 Best

indy buy

Argument

Competitions | Crosswords | Search

Terms of Use | Privacy | About Us | Jobs
into info on the move? Get iTouch

enabled

fredfinds
mortgages.com

1

2

3

4

5

Eindexamen Engels vwo 2002-I

havovwo.nl

, www.havovwo.nl                                                                    - 1 -



Tekst 9 Richard Burge

De tekst geschreven door Richard Burge werd op internet gevonden. Alleen de eerste en de vierde

alinea staan op de juiste plaats. De overige alinea’s zijn op de verkeerde plaats terechtgekomen.

1p 31 Wat is de juiste volgorde?

A 1–2–5–4–3.

B 1–3–2–4–5.

C 1–3–5–4–2.

D 1–5–3–4–2.
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1p 37  Which of the following is true of paragraph 7? 

A It further explains Dr Symington’s point about where psychoanalysis falls short. 

B It points out the value of Freud’s contribution to the development of psychoanalysis. 

C It shows that psychoanalysis has moved away from Freud’s original principles. 

D It underlines Dr Symington’s view that emotion should always be guided by reason. 

1p 38  What phenomenon does Dr Symington’s life story illustrate? 

People

A exchanging spirituality for the temptations of the material world. 

B opting for the challenge of psychotherapy rather than the safety of religion. 

C refusing to live a life circumscribed by traditional values. 

D rejecting religion because it fails to connect to the contemporary world. 

1p 39  What becomes clear from paragraphs 11–12? 

In Dr Symington’s view 

A psychoanalysis and religion fulfil different spiritual needs. 

B psychoanalysis lacks the certainty of morality, which is the only basis for self-improvement. 

C religion and psychoanalysis have much in common and complement each other where they differ. 

D religion offers rigid dogma where psychoanalysis offers true insight. 
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